The study of actual Bohai sites in Russia began in 1870-1871, when the Russian Geographic Society sent an expedition to the South Ussurijsk region 4 led by Peter Ivanovich Kafarov (Петр Иванович Кафаров, 1817-1878) (church rank and name: archimandrite Palladij), a prominent historian of Asia. 5 He found many ancient sites in the southern part of the Russian Far East. Kafarov considered Bohai culture as part of Manchurian culture and proposed the first classification for sites in the Russian Maritime Region (Kafarov 1871, 91-96; Vasil`eva 1989, 39), which included fairly accurate dates for the Bohai period, which he dated to the eighth to tenth centuries AD (Kafarov 1871, 92). His dating of archeological sites in the Russian Maritime Region became the basis of the dates currently accepted, and (Shavkunov 1994, 4) . While he also used textual sources, he unfortunately did not inform his readers which texts he had selected for his research. From his writings it seems obvious that he had access to some texts which remain unknown to modern scholars, and some of his remarks based on those texts were eventually confirmed by archeological excavations (Vasil`eva 1989, 39-40).
Some Russian scholars believe that the first archeologist to start Bohairelated research was Mikhail Ivanovich Venyukov (Михаил Иванович Венюков, 1832-1901), an officer of the Russian Army. However, Venyukov's publications clearly demonstrate that he only observed and wrote about archeological sites but did not conduct any significant excavations (Venyukov 1952) . Therefore it is difficult to describe him as an "archeologist."
In 1884 Members of the SSAR advanced Bohai studies. The first SSAR chairman, Fedor Fedorovich Busse (Федор Федорович Буссе, 1838-1896), also proposed his own classification of archeological sites of the Russian Maritime Region (Busse 1888, [3] [4] [5] . This classification is in many aspects similar to the system suggested by Kafarov. In 1908 Lev Alexeyevich Kropotkin (Лев Алексеевич Кропоткин, 1842-
